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1. Path Surveys
The team of volunteer footpath inspectors undertakes six-monthly surveys to assess the condition of Trafford’s public rights of way (PROW) network. The Autumn survey is currently being completed, with reports to be submitted to Trafford’s Highway Authority agent, One Trafford Amey.
As part of these surveys, inspectors identify potential capital improvement projects for consideration for funding through the Area Bequest Fund allocation.
In March, Public Rights of Way training was arranged through Ramblers HQ in Central Manchester. Footpath inspectors from other groups were invited to attend.
2. Trafford Highway Authority / One Trafford Amey
Regular four-monthly meetings are held with One Trafford Amey to discuss public rights of way matters and progress outstanding issues.
There is no dedicated Trafford Highway Authority budget for PROW maintenance in the current financial year. However, the unspent budget from the previous year is to be used for signage renewal, informed by the findings of our signage survey.
One Trafford Amey is exploring the possibility of re-establishing a Local Access Forum, providing an opportunity for interested parties to liaise on highway and access matters.
One Trafford Amey has agreed to renumber inherited paths arising from previous boundary changes to bring them into line with Trafford’s Definitive Map numbering system.
We continue to lobby for an update to Trafford’s Definitive Map, the latest version of which dates from 1984.
Discussions are also continuing with Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council regarding the establishment of a Trafford Trail. The initiative is being led by Martin Hampar of the Peak and Northern Footpath Society (PNFS).
3. Planning Applications and Definitive Map Matters
Planning applications affecting public rights of way are now being received directly, enabling the group to respond to relevant proposals.
A response was submitted to the planning application concerning Lees Playing Fields in Urmston.
We are also liaising with Jonathan Broad of the Equestrian Society regarding its Dunham Massey Quiet Lanes campaign.
Regular reviews are undertaken with One Trafford Amey of the Section 53 Register of Definitive Map Modification Orders (DMMOs). Five DMMOs are expected to be determined by the end of the year.
One Trafford Amey has also given an undertaking to take prompt action regarding enforcement at Brooks Drive.
4. Path Maintenance Team
Following the re-establishment of the Path Maintenance Team earlier this year, volunteers have undertaken practical work on footpaths in Urmston, Sale, Carrington and Bowdon.
The team currently has ten registered members. Problem paths identified through the footpath inspectors’ surveys help to prioritise maintenance activities.
During 2026, ten two-hour work sessions have taken place, involving various team members. Key activities have included:
· Carrington FP17 – Crampton Lane: Clearance of a completely obstructed path.
· Bowdon FP8 – Vicarage Lane and Priory Lane: An ongoing project to clear completely obstructed sections of these paths.
Working parties are generally arranged for the second Wednesday of each month. New volunteers are welcome to join the team.
One Trafford Amey has agreed to collect debris generated by clearance work on urban paths, helping to make maintenance activities more manageable for volunteers.
A more structured training programme for Path Maintenance Team members and leaders was introduced in October.
We are also seeking to arrange training in the use of power tools, with an application for funding to be made to Ramblers HQ.
5. Trans Pennine Trail (TPT)
A number of initiatives are progressing through the Trans Pennine Trail organisation to improve access, facilities and the overall trail experience.
Current activities include:
· Woodland management: Exploring opportunities to enhance access near the Trail through a woodland management project in Sale West.
· Take a Seat campaign: Launched in June to encourage the provision of additional seating along the Trail.
· Digital trail mapping: Continuing development of digital mapping resources.
· Organisational development: Seeking National Heritage Lottery funding to support organisational development plans.
· Circular Routes programme: Developing opportunities for circular walking routes linked to the Trail.
· Access barriers: Mapping existing barriers to identify opportunities for improved accessibility.
These initiatives offer opportunities to enhance the accessibility and enjoyment of the Trans Pennine Trail and its surrounding rights of way.

