

THE RAMBLERS TRAFFORD GROUP

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 6thJuly 2022 via Zoom

 Present: Richard Longbottom (Chair), Jan Moore (Secretary), Vicki Longbottom, June Mabon, Lesley Morris, Rosie Hurley, Phill Connolly, 
1. Apologies for absence.  

Frances Bennett
2. Minutes of previous meeting held on 18th May 2022
Accepted as a correct record. List of attendees to be added.  

3. Matters Arising
       Rosie reported that she had completed all her action points.
4. Reports from Committee
Chair – no report

Treasurer – report tabled. 

Payment to Trafford MBC for the erection of 2 kissing gates has been made leaving a balance of £540.33

Secretary – verbal report on the GM&HP Area meeting held on 5th July.
Risk assessments will continue albeit with improvements. Changes are being made to the Sunday programme of walks. Publication of the area booklet has been delayed this quarter. Groups will be invited to apply for visits to the Castlefield Viaduct outside of public hours of viewing. The Greater Manchester Ringway project will shortly announce very positive news about further progress. They are also looking at possible improvements in Turn Moss.  

Footpath Secretary – report tabled. Eleven days work on path maintenance have been completed so far this year. Summer inspection of Definitive Rights of Way (ROW) is underway with an eye being kept on a new housing development in Partington. A project is underway to try to prevent paths from being repeatedly not reinstated after ploughing or sowing. The National Trust (Dunham) failed to come back with acceptable proposals for utilizing funding available from Ramblers to improve access by the May deadline.
Walks Co-ordinator – reports for both longer walks and strolls were tabled. The RTG quarterly programme is offering more variety with the occasional offer of strenuous walks alongside the usual moderate Thursday walks during the summer although no Monday walks are taking place. The committee discussed other possible offerings including 2/3 days away with a variety of walks. The Lakes could be a possible destination. 
Action: RTG members’ views to be canvassed. 

.

Membership Secretary – verbal report. RTG currently has 275 members with 6 new members since April. Lesley has sent out the new programme via e-mail resulting in 6 members asking to receive communications via email in future. There are still 40 members receiving the quarterly programme via hard copy only which has an adverse impact in terms of both time and cost. Possible approaches to reduce this number were discussed whilst ensuring continued access to hard copy for those members who do not have/use the internet. 

Action: Lesley to contact the Area Secretary for guidance on this. 
Social secretary – Vicki reported that the Walking Festival planned for September has had to be postponed due to leaders not being available. As an alternative, the committee felt a two-day (Thursday and Saturday) event could take place in February with a social element being offered on both days. Possible venues might be Mottram St. Andrew and Sale Water Park respectively. 
Action: Vicki to consult with Sheila Kabbani and Lesley Beech re feasibility

Vicki also reported that she hopes to repeat the mince pie walk in December. Some discussion took place re selling club ‘merchandise’ to raise funds for the wine. 
Publicity officer – Phil reported 242 views on Facebook in 28 days, 151 responses and 6 new page likes, equaling 419 hits. Knowledge of RTG is spreading but the  issue remains that those in the 45-54 age bracket cannot make week day walks. Richard reparteed that he cannot collect reliable statistics on visits to our web site.
5. ICE details on mobiles
Rosie reported that it is possible for members to register their ICE details on i-phones providing easy access without compromising phone security through the health app. It might be helpful for members to be encouraged to take this up but at present, it is not known how to set up ICE on android phones.

Action: Rosie and Jan to investigate if/how ICE runs on android
6. Peak and Northern Footpaths Society (PNFS) Path Checker App 
Rosie reported she had found it very easy to load information and photographs to report pathway issues. June advised that members will still need to contact both the Local Authority and relevant Ramblers group to ensure the issue receives the fullest attention. She also hoped PNFS will brief footpath inspectors regarding what they will do with the information received and how they will provide feedback.
7. Slow Ways
The project is progressing but appears to be more about roads linking towns rather than footpaths. 
Agreed: as Slow Ways is on the RTG web site, no further action is required.
8.  AOB

Discussion took place with regard to having dogs on walks following concerns expressed by some walk leaders. Richard advised guidance is on the Ramblers web site but iterated that walkers should always get permission of the leader before bringing dogs and that this permission is always at the discretion of the leader. 
Action: Richard will add guidance to the RTG web site 
9. Date and time of next meeting.

Wednesday 5th October via Zoom starting at 7.30pm
Signed……………………………………………

Date……………………….


