
THE RAMBLERS TRAFFORD GROUP
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 18th May 2022 via Zoom
 Present: Richard Longbottom (Chair), Jan Moore (Secretary), Vicki Longbottom, June Mabon, Frances Bennett, Lesley Morris, Rosie Hurley, Phill Connolly, 
1. Apologies for absence.  
None

2. Minutes of previous meeting held on 2nd February 2022
Accepted as a correct record  
3. Matters Arising
ICE cards have been highlighted in the newsletter and walk briefings. A significant number of Strollers had not been aware of them. Rosie will include a further reminder in the next newsletter and in an email to walk leaders. 

The newsletter and an email to walk leaders will also be used to alert RTG members to the need for letting leaders know of any health issues that could impact on walks. 
The new RTG web site has been generally accepted. People are invited to suggest items for inclusion.
4. Reports from Committee
Chair – no report
Treasurer – report tabled. 
Agreed: Frances will introduce online payments but will continue to issue cheques where this is the preferred method of payment.
Secretary – verbal report on the GM&HP Area meeting held on 5th April highlighting the introduction of walks for carers by Manchester and Salford group. It was felt that this should be covered in Trafford by Walking for Health. The RTG web site has a link to it.

Footpath Secretary – report tabled. June added the Kinder trespass celebrations were well attended and had had good speakers. Richard has added the Area report to the RTG web site. 

Walks Co-ordinator – Reports for both longer walks and strolls were tabled. The RTG quarterly programme is offering variety and attendance is generally high. The booking system is working well. The committee discussed issues arising from the additional time that it takes for large groups to complete walks and the difficulties that can arise with parking. 
Agreed: Carsharing should be encouraged. The RTG Whats App social group is already being utilized by members to achieve this on an informal basis. 

.
Membership Secretary – verbal report. RTG currently has 276 members with 10 new members joining in the last 3 months. Lesley raised the continuing issue of not receiving any feedback from the mail outs and the impact of 37 members still wanting hard copy mailouts rather than emails or referring to the RTG web site. 
Agreed: Lesley will compose an all-group email requesting a response about the continued receipt of the walks programme and membership communications.
Social secretary – no report. Separate item tabled on the agenda.
Publicity officer – no report but Phil requested that RTG continue fund raising for the Kinder Mountain Rescue team’s new emergency response vehicle.

Agreed:  Phil to collect “loose change” at the end of walks. 
5. Undertaking rambles in inclement weather
Discussion took place over concerns that had been raised by some members about walks taking place in poor weather conditions.
Agreed: Whilst members have a personal responsibility to determine whether the walk is suitable for them, it is ultimately up to the walk leader to make the decision as to whether to continue with the walk or not. Rosie will remind leaders that they can cancel walks if weather conditions are poor and that this is much easier than in the past due to the online booking system. As a result, taking bookings should be supported. Richard asked all committee members to be prepared to ‘advise’ walk leaders of safety concerns if they felt it was appropriate. 
6. Walking Festival 2022

Agreed:  Vicky will organize a 3-day event 20th – 22nd September with a 3 counties theme. Walks will take place in Lancashire, Derbyshire and on the third day, Cheshire. This final walk would be 6 miles in length so that Strollers would be encouraged to join and also to facilitate lunch at The Bulls Head in Mottram St. Andrew. 
Rosie will ask walk leaders to volunteer routes for the festival when the dates are confirmed by Vicky.
7. Any other Business

Richard circulated the recently printed RTG posters and postcards

Agreed: Members to approach local shops etc to display these. Richard will make them available at the forthcoming TfGM event in Sale on 19th June.

8. Date and time of next meeting.

Wednesday 6th July via Zoom

Signed……………………………………………

Date……………………….

